
Promoting Permanency through Family Reunification  

and Foster Care 

 
 
Family Reunification         
The Children’s Services unit within USCCB’s department of Migration and Refugee 

Services (MRS) provides community-based services to support the reunification of 

unaccompanied children with their family members in the United States through its 

national network of more than 210 social service agencies. This program also serves 

as an alternative to detention—allowing children to live with their families while 

they undergo immigration proceedings rather than remain in shelters in the custody 

of the federal government. Services include referrals to immigration attorneys and 

orientation on the immigration legal process, referrals for culturally and 

linguistically appropriate medical and mental health services, enrollment in school, 

and assistance with navigating the community and local resources. Family 

Reunification services ensure the child’s placement is safe and appropriate while 

strengthening families and mitigating risk for breakdown.  

Foster Care  

USCCB/MRS Children’s Services provides community-based residential services to unaccompanied refugee and 

immigrant children through its network of 12 Unaccompanied Refugee Minor (URM) foster care programs. The URM 

programs are federally-funded and state-licensed and provide family-like placements for children to include foster 

family homes and living arrangements for older youth, to include group care and supervised independent living. The 

USCCB/MRS foster care programs are included within their state’s existing child welfare framework but overseen by 

agencies with expertise in working with refugee and immigrant populations. USCCB/MRS provides transitional foster 

care to unaccompanied children who are in federal custody pending their release to their families and long-term foster 

care for unaccompanied children without a viable sponsor with whom to reunify, but who are pursuing, or receive 

immigration relief status.  
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